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A Hidden Treasure

On a Saturday in May I had some free time and decided to drive up the winding
mountain road that bounded the Sagara border with Fukada and Sue. As [ was driving I

saw an enormous torii. It was made of stone and said ‘North Peak Shrine' in Japanese. 3

I parked my car, went through the torii, and walked the paved road until the pavement
ended.

Where the pavement ended were wooden steps that went up past large cedar trees
and brightly colored red lanterns to where the shrine stood. When I reached the top of
the staircase, the forest was silent except for a slight wind. I stood quietly, much like
the forest-stunned by the beauty of the shrine and its surrounding nature. I have been
to shrines before throughout my past months in Japan. But the shrines were usually
in urban areas or I had other people with me. This time it was only the place and I. I
then walked amongst the grounds past stone monkeys. I felt so lucky to see this wonder

bRt

of Kuma-gun in all its beauty, in all its silence. Brian Dinnie
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