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Celebrating Chinese New Year

We celebrate several ethnic holidays in Singapore and one of the
biggest holidays is Chinese New Year, simply because the majority of
Singaporeans are of Chinese descent. In Japan, we welcomed the year of
the Dog on January 1st, but in Singapore we follow the lunar calendar and
only celebrate the year of the Dog from February 16th.

Families get together during Chinese New Year, which lasts for 15 days.
We wear red and avoid quarrels. Young, unmarried people receive blessings
from the elderly and angpow (something like Otoshidama) for good luck.

On Chinese New Year’ s eve, the family gets together for a scrumptious
dinner, which usually includes hotpot and some kind of fish. Fish signifies
abundance, so we hope that the family will be prosperous after eating it.

Children also try their best to stay awake for the entire night. This is
known as shou sui, and people believe that their parents will live a long life

‘ . | (V&4).

A ZEDIEAFAERY

if they can stay awake for as long as
possible.
Chinese New Year greeting: Gong

xi fa cai!
Joyce Tan
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