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AAello, eVeryomess

Graduation in Singapore

It's almost the time of the year, where senior students bid farewell to
their schools. You must be thinking, “No way! Graduation is in March!”,
which is a fact in Japan.

However, our school year is different in Singapore. Singapore only
has summer, so we do not have summer vacation, nor do we have winter
vacation. Instead, we have school vacations in June for a month, and from
mid-November to the end of December for about 6 weeks. We also start
our school year on January 2nd. That™ s right, just one day right after New
Year’s Day, we all head back to school. That is why November is graduation
season in Singapore.

Although cherry blossoms do not bloom during our graduation, we
still celebrate with flowers and graduation bears from family and relatives.
People buy huge bouquets of sunflowers, and often
pair it with teddy bears dressed in school uniforms
and present them to graduates at the graduation
ceremonies. For students above junior high school
levels, there is usually a grand dinner at a hotel
ballroom at night for graduating students and
teachers, with performances by students and teachers
to entertain everyone.

What are graduation ceremonies like in Japan?

Joyce Tan
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