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AAelo, eVeryomess

English in Singapore

My first word was ‘Mommy’ . The first songs that I heard were English
nursery rhymes. Before I could spell my own name, I was learning how to
sing ‘“Twinkle Twinkle Little Stars’ .

English is my native language even though I was born and raised in
Asia. English, Mandarin, Malay and Tamil are all official languages in
Singapore, but we use English for most things.

English is also the official language of instruction and all school
subjects are taught in English from the nursery school level, except for
Mother tongue classes in our education system. There are two main reasons
why English so widely used in Singapore:

Firstly, Singapore was a rich British colony for a long time. When
Singapore eventually gained independence, the government decided to keep
English as the official business language to help the economy.

Secondly, Singapore is a multi-racial
country, with Chinese, Malay, Indian and
Eurasian ethnic groups making up most of the
population. Even though they are all different,
everyone can use English to communicate.

Joyce Tan
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