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‘As an ALT, one of my schools is Menda Elementary School.
It's the biggest elementary school in Asagiri, which means I'm
very busy! The teachers are kind and helpful (despite also
being very busy), and the students are lively and excited -
when | pass them in the hallway, they always shout “Hello!”

Elementary school in Japan is quite different from
America. For example, Japanese students eat kyuushoku in
their classroom, US students of all grades would bring their
own lunch and eat together in the cafeteria. Another very
surprising part of Japanese schools was the cleaning time. |
couldn't believe that the students here help clean the school
every day, and they even help serve lunch at lunchtime.

| was also surprised by the number and variety of clubs at
Menda Elementary School! My elementary school did not
have clubs, so it was interesting to see that the students here
can make their own clubs for whatever they want, ranging
from common sports clubs to more niche interests like otaku
culture or fishing. | always have fun at Menda Elementary
School, and | am glad | have the chance to be an ALT here!
Jennifer
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