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New Years - Celebrated in many ways

January st in Australia and many other western countries, is a
national public holiday that we all enjoy — marking the beginning of a
new year and a new phase for many. Every year, a lot of people make

‘New Years Resolutions’ . Such as “quit smoking”, “join the gym”, “get
involved in a charity”. This fresh start works well for some people and
not so well for others.

On December 31st most people go out with friends to parties and
bars to celebrate. The mood is very cheery and fun. At midnight we
all count down to 12 o’ clock and watch the fireworks that go off every
year in our towns and cities. It is a time to enjoy our friends company
and we get a chance to sleep in late on New Years Day.

My experience in Japan has taught me differently. New Years in Japan
is time to celebrate as a family. Children living far away will often
return home around this time and the whole family is together for the
days leading up to and around New Years.

Amanda Scott
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