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Hello, everyone!!
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Memories

If I could describe Asagiri-town and its people in 3 words, it would be: Peaceful,
sincere, and caring. Peaceful because of the location and the vast amount nature,
sincere because of how reliable and trustworthy the people are here and lastly, caring
because of how much everybody looked after and helped me during my time here.

I can’t believe it has already been 3 years. They say, “Time flies when you’re
having fun”. I guess the saying is true! I picked up new hobbies, learned to be more
self-responsible, and learned ethics and values of Japanese culture that I couldn’t have possibly
experienced without coming here to Kumamoto.

Amongst all the wonderful people and memories I made, I think that the students I worked with will
be my most cherished memories of Asagiri. Being able to see a smile on their face would always put me
in a great mood.

I will be returning to America in August to start a new life and journey. I am grateful to have
been able to be part of this community and these past 3 years have been a wonderful and valuable
experience for me. Thank you all! Alex Enoki
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Time to Say Goodbye

When someone asks me “When are you going home?” I feel a huge jerk in my heart.
Out of nowhere, a huge sadness wells up inside me. I try to think about something else,
but it’s inevitable. I am leaving my home in Asagiri.

Asagiri has been my lovely home for 2 years. I have become close with my co-workers,
fellow teachers, and students. I have made close friends. I have learned so much about
Japanese culture, language, and life at school. I plan to take what I’ ve learned with me
back home and share it with my friends, family, and future students.

After I go home, I will go to graduate school at University of Hawaii. In the future, I want to teach
Japanese and/or English to high school or college students. On the side, I want to translate books or
news articles.

Thanks to my great experiences in Asagiri, | have many things I can tell my future students about
Japanese culture and language. I’d like to thank the Asagiri Board of Education, all Asagiri schools,
and everyone in Asagiri for making my stay so wonderful. I will miss you all so much!

Aurora Tsai
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