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Karuta at Okaharu Chugakko

Hello Everyone! I was very

lucky to be invited to Okaharu Junior High
School’s Karuta competition in January. It
was the first time I have ever seen the real
Karuta, though I have used an English
version when teaching at nursery school.
We do not have anything like Karuta in
New Zealand. I am glad I was watching and
not participating as it looked very difficult. I
read hiragana very slowly so I wouldn't
have collected any cards!

The entire school took part. It was a
competition between grades. Each grade
made 6 teams, so there were 18 teams all
together. Two teams from different grades
played together. Thirty minutes later when
the first round finished, the teams changed
places and started the second round. I could
see that the students worked very hard
studying before the competition. Some of
them were very fast to grab the cards
during the first half of the poem. I didn’t
even know where one poem ended and the
next poem began. The students were very
concentrated, but they also had fun as there
was much laughter. The second grade won
by a few points. The highest score was 63
cards, collected by a second grade girl.

My favourite thing about Karuta was
listening to the poetry. It sounded so
beautiful, and reminded me of New Zealand.
In Maori culture, when you go to a meeting
house, you are welcomed by the head
woman of that meeting house. It is called a
powhiri. Her calling sounds just like 100
Karuta poems - probably because Japanese
and Maori language have a similar sound. It
is a very powerful song. I am really
enjoying learning more about Japanese
culture. I look forward to sharing my
experiences with friends and family in New
Zealand so they can learn about it too!

Anna Delaney
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