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£ Hello, everyone!!

Minagoe Bunko

Hﬂ When I visit Minagoe Bunko
F every month, I feel like I am an
explorer unearthing an ancient

treasure chest. Tucked nicely into the green
fields and stony paths of Mt Shiragatake, this
elementary school consists of four students,
three teachers, a bunch of chickens and
rabbits, and more than enough love to go
around.
Although I was nervous before visiting for
the first time last October, after spending the
day there I found that the students were
extremely well-behaved and creative, all
possessing a great sense of humor, and the
teachers had truly gotten to know each and
every one of them like they were family.
The English class curriculum has changed
this year so now the teachers make the
lesson plans. When I visited on April 30th, I
was greeted by Kanda-sensei (the
groundskeeper and cook), who is always
laughing, and Ishihara-sensei, whom I had
worked with at Okaharu Shogakko last year.
Beppu-sensei’'s English is very good and
makes me very comfortable. These teachers
are always kind, generous and excited. I
teach 4th grade with Beppu-sensei and
5th/6th grade with Ishihara-sensei. Then we
all teach the four students together. On that
day we worked on greetings, feelings,
months, birthdays, and days of the week. We
sang songs and played many fun games. The
students are always very eager to speak
English and try very hard.
Some of my favorite things about Minagoe
Bunko are the activities. After lunch I play
baseball with the students and teachers.
Sometimes in the afternoon 1 Ilearn
calligraphy from Beppu-sensei. I am not very
good. My calligraphy looks like a 2-year-old’s
finger-painting!
Minagoe Bunko is one of my favorite places
to be. It is beautiful-its surroundings, its
character, and mostly, its people.

Danielle Santangelo
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