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Bonfire Night and Guy Fawkes

The following rhyme is often cited in Great
Britain in early November:

KTy LY—FALEHSL - TP R

I11ARRKRSEAFUATIEIOFRFEZLSEH

WL ET,

Remember, remember the Fifth of November,
The Gunpowder Treason and Plot,

I know of no reason

Why Gunpowder Treason

Should ever be forgot.

makes reference to

The first line
November the fifth which is commonly

referred to as ‘Bonfire Night'. It is also
called ‘Guy Fawkes Night', since it is a
celebration of foiling a group of Catholic
conspirators, led by Guy Fawkes, to Kkill the
protestant King James I in 1605. They
planned to blow up the Houses of Parliament
(where Big Ben is) by gunpowder. Therefore
to mark this event which subsequently led to
the execution of Guy Fawkes, this is the one
time in the year when fireworks are set off
in thousands of public and private events
around the country. Huge bonfires are also lit
up, often with something resembling a
person inside, intended to be Guy Fawkes.
Old footballs seem to be a particular favourite
to construct the head.

Many references can be found to this event
in popular culture. In modern times John
Lennon mentions it in his song ‘Remember’,
but the most profound is perhaps in Shakespeare’
s work when he wrote one of his most
famous tragedies ‘Macbeth’. The narrative
is explicit in stating why one should not kill
a good king. While the exact dates of many
of Shakespeare’s works are not known,
many believe that Macbeth was written after
the gunpowder plot of 1605 because of the
similarities in context between the play and
the political environment.

Therefore this historical event means
Autumn is the season associated with
fireworks in Britain, rather than summer in
Japan. At the fireworks events, it is
interesting to see the difference between
people wearing yukata in Japan and hats and
scarves in Britain. However the events in
both countries share the same purpose,
which is to bring people in the community
together under the awe of bright blazes in
the sky.

Daniel Colvin
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