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£ Hello, everyone!!

= j
s o y
Okaharu Shogakko is a very
special school for me. I feel
very welcomed when I come here every
Friday because the teachers are extremely
kind and generous, and always make an
effort to speak in English with me. I, in turn,
make an effort to speak in Japanese with
them, but I am not very good, so I usually
end up sounding like a frog with a cold.

Okaharu Elementary School

I teach with Kawabata sensei, the science
teacher who magically transforms into the
awesome English teacher every Friday. He
makes the classes so much fun, his English
is excellent and makes me laugh so much
that there is never a dull moment of the
day. The two of us teach each class with
the homeroom teacher. Each teacher has
their own style of teaching, and they all
know how to make their students cooperate
and enjoy the lesson.

The students are amazing and love to learn
English. Maybe this is because each grade
has an English lesson every Friday. They
always want to have fun and dance and
play games in the hallways and outside. I
have started to feel like part of the Okaharu
Shogakko family, and I cherish that.

One reason I love visiting Okaharu
Shogakko so much is because once they
hold special events. January 11th was a
very special day - Dondoya Day! I was very
excited to see this dondoya (or “bonfire” ),
but unfortunately it rained all day, so it was
cancelled. But the generous PTA still served
zenzai in the gym to all the students and
teachers. IT WAS DELICIOUS!! Ankomochi
is one of my favorite sweets, but I have
never eaten the soup before. I told
Kawabata sensei that zenzai was one of the
best foods I had eaten in Japan, and he was
surprised and said “REALLY?!”
Apparently, zenzai is too sweet for most
people, but it is just right for me! He gave
me the recipe, so I will definitely be making
it at home this cold winter!!

Danielle Santangelo
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