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Hello,

everyone!!

UF -

High School Entrance Exams

This part of the year is very busy, with high school
entrance exams, graduation ceremonies, new student
entrance ceremonies, and all of the other things that come
with the end of one school year and the start of another.
There will be lots of changes in such a short period of time.
| am interested to see if any new teachers come to the
schools where | teach. | would enjoy the opportunity to
meet them.

Graduation is both sad and happy for me. | am happy that
the third graders are going to high school-that's exciting!
But I'm also sad that the third graders won't be around any
more. It is also interesting to see the sixth graders from the
elementary school move into junior high school.

The high school entrance exam process is very
interesting. | have noticed that a lot of my junior high school
third graders take extra classes after school to prepare for
the exams. In America, we don't have to take tests to go to
high school. Everyone who goes to public school can go to
a high school. We don't have lots of different high schools
like you do here in Japan. Instead of going to a high school
that specializes in agriculture or business or academics,
every high school is basically the same. There are some
special schools that require a test, but that is rare. We don't
have to make any choices about what we want to do
professionally until the end of high school. | can't imagine
making such a difficult decision when | was 15. Being a
third grader in Japanese middle school seems difficult!

| wish all of the middle school third graders in Asagiri the
best of luck in high school.

Richard Wright
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