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Hello, everyone!!

UFv—F 5k

Asagiri Town

I can’t believe that it has already been a year since I
came to Asagiri, and that I will leave so soon. I am sad to
leave Kumamoto, but I won’t be leaving Japan. Starting
in September, I will study Japanese full time at a school
in Yokohama. Living in a big city might be exciting, but
I will miss Asagiri very much.

There are many things about life here that I like. For
me, the nicest thing about Asagiri is that there is so much
nature so close by. Over the last year, I have loved
running in the mountains behind my house in Fukada.
Every day I am surprised by how beautiful the mountains
are. It’s also nice that there is good hiking very close by
in places like Ebino.

In addition to the natural beauty of Asagiri, I will miss
the people. Everyone I know here is very friendly and
has made me feel at home in Japan. The other teachers at
my schools, students in my aikido and karate classes, the
parents I met at school events and parties, and even the
people I meet around town are very welcoming and kind.
These people have made it easy for me to spend a year
living far away from my own family and friends. I want
to thank everyone who has helped to make living in
Asagiri such a happy experience.

I am sad to leave Asagiri behind, but I am also happy
when I think of all the good memories that I have made
since coming here. Thinking of Asagiri, its natural
beauty, and its friendly people will always make me
smile. I hope that the next ALTs in Asagiri have an
experience as wonderful as mine, and I'm sure that they
will.

Richard Wright
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