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Hello,

everyone/!

Patoise: The Language of Jamaican
People

Many Japanese are surprised to hear that Jamaica is an
English speaking country. However Jamaica has used
English as her official language since 1654 when she was
attacked by Britain and taken as a colony. Before British
occupation, Spain ruled Jamaica for approximately 100
years. During these years, the Spaniards killed the native
inhabitants of Jamaica, the Arawak Indians.

Jamaica's current dialect, Patoise (PAT-WA) , spoken in
addition to English, tells the history of the country. Patoise
is a mixture of English, Spanish and African Languages.
Words from the African languages were adopted during
slavery when many Africans were transported to Jamaica to
work on sugar plantations without pay or comfortable living
accommodations. Traditional African cooking, hair styles
and dress combined with the European traditions creating a
unique Jamaican culture. It is this dynamic culture that
attracts millions of people worldwide to visit the small island
each year.

Patoise is a very important part of this culture because it
is used in the dalily lives of the people. In addition, Patoise
is used in all Jamaican reggae songs giving the music its
rhythmical flow. In fact, everything about Jamaicans is
rhythmical. Jamaicans laugh loudly with broad warm smiles
and walk slowly as if they are dancing to their own inner
rhythm.

Jamaica's language and culture is a source of pride for all
Jamaicans. Through a difficult history of colonization and
slavery we have created one of the most powerful cultural
influences in today's global world. All over the world,
persons of different race, language and nationality love
Jamaican music, food and dancing. Therefore, whether we
speak Japanese, English or Patoise, lets us all enjoy life
and dance to the sweet reggae music. If you can't dance,
at least make sure to try some of the sweet Jamaican food.
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