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New Experiences in Asagiri

The most obvious new experience that | have had since moving to Asagiri has been shopping at the
grocery store. While the design and layout of Japanese groceries stores is almost identical to American
ones, the products on the shelves are very, very different. At home it's difficult to find things like
umeboshi, but here | have many different kinds to choose from. | can't believe the number of different
kinds of instant noodles! | see lots of new fruits and vegetables, and things that are exotic and
expensive at home are commonplace and cheap here.

I've also learned a few things about farming rice - the different life stages of the plant, what it looks like
when it's about to be harvested, how they keep birds away (you've got to love the loud air cannons).
But the most significant thing that | have learned about since coming here is the strong communal spirit
that unites Japan. Whether it's the comfortable group dynamic of an enkai or the teamwork involved in
a Sports Day practice, the Japanese have continued to surprise me with their sense of commitment and
their wilingness to work together. While | love the individualism that American culture holds in such
high esteem, | think that America could learn a lot about harmony from Japanese culture.
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Hello Asagiri-cho!

| can't believe it's been three years since | left Japan.

Having Setsue in California for a visit and talking about all the

people in Asagiri has made me feel very nostalgic.

| am so lucky to have lived in Kumamoto for four years and to have

met all of you.

Now, I'm working at the University of the Pacific and I'm also

studying Intercultural Relations in graduate school.

Working and studying full time is keeping me very busy.

I'm still single but | have many boyfriends of coursel

| don't speak Japanese everyday but | try to use it as much as

possible with old and new Japanese friends.

| hope to come to Japan soon and see all of you again!
Jeniffer Wood
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