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He”o,everyone/ !/

IneleEencEnece

| The 4™ of July. Say these words to any American
Lt and you will almost certainly make their heart skip
a beat and stir up feelings of patriotism. As most

> of you probably know, the 4™ of July is America's
> 2% Independence Day. Hearing these words, the 4™ of July,
<7z H ert makes any American stop for a second and take pride in their
country and remember how we became the country we are now. But, WHY the 4" of July?
As you may or may not know, America used to be the property of the British Empire.
America was known as a “colony” then. For about 200 years, many people from England
(most of them criminals), Ireland, and Holland lived and worked in America. They set up
their own leaders to make rules, but the supreme leader was sfill the King of England and
the English Parliament. Then, in 1763, a law was passed in England that many Americans
(or Colonialists) thought was unfair. They became angry with the British Parliament and
made moves to become free from England. This eventually led to a massive war, known as
the American Revolution.

The American Revolution, which started in 1775, raged on for about 2 years until, in 1776,
the American Army, led by George Washington, had the British Army almost beaten. On
July 4" 1776, the first American leaders gathered in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and
unanimously passed the "Declaration of Independence”, as article that declared freedom
from the British Empire. Technically, America was free from that point, which is why we
celebrate the 4" of July as our birthday. But, officially, the war did not end until the Treaty
of Paris in 1783.

So this is why the 4™ of July is America's Independence Day. If you do the math, America
will be 228 years old.; much younger than Japan. On this day, we celebrate our freedom
by going to parades, remembering those who died for our country and at night, we have
fireworks! It's a very special day for Americans, one day when we ALL feel like One Nation.
As the Declaration of Independence says in its first ling; "We, the people of the United
States..."
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