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Springtime in
USA and Japan

Springtime. Ahhh, good old springtime. The time of vear when everyone tums happy
for apparent reason, other than the fact i's not snowing anvmore. 18 starts (o gel warmer
and much more pleasant outside, vet stll cold enough for sweaters and the occasional
thermal underwear, In Japan, just like in Amenca, March usually marks the beginning of
'-.'|'II‘|!'|§.

For the most part, Japan and Amenica celebrate spring for the same reasons; end of
winter, stan of basehall, and chemy blossoms. Now. don't vou freak out, because we in the
USA have Cherry Blossoms as well. They are located in Washinton D.C. and San
Francisco and number about 5.000. Just because they CAME from Japan as a token of
inendship in 1912 doesnt mean Amenicans can’t appreciyte them does it! Also, we take
time 1o have cherry blossom parties and have our own little version of Hanami, though the
meaning and importance of cherry blossoms are much more important in Japanese society.

Americans have a famous ritwal every year called Spnng Cleaning. This is when we
take the time 1o clean our howses after Christmas and New Years and basically the last vear
because we were just too lazy to do anything about it. In March, Japanese students
eraduate! This is a huge difference from America. since our graduation happens in either
late May or June.

And finally, of course, March has one more important thing that happens every year in
both countries. { For all of the 6 people who will read this) - + - My Binhday.

Brent Hemck
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