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Hello, everyone!!

The stars of Fukada

I have been surprised by how cold the weather is in Kuma-gun this year. In November it became
very cold and I had a feeling that most of the winter would be this way. This turned out to be true.
Last winter-my first winter in Kuma-gun-was much warmer. I thought maybe last year was an unusual
year. But soon many people I have talked to in Asagiri have told me how this year is much colder
than normal. I was not happy to hear this.

However, there is definitely one positive aspect to this cold winter. The night sky is clear, bright,
and beautiful. Out there in the darkness of the Fukada hills, I can look out my window and see the
sky. Or if I am brave I can stand outside and take in the endless stars. Sometimes I get lucky and
see a shooting star. Maybe this is a result of the cold night air. I am not sure. Yet I do know that
I did not notice these stars last year. Perhaps it is not the cold air. Perhaps I am looking for a
brighter side in a cold, dark winter. The stars have been a comforting night light. Brian Dinnie
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%l : 'm not sure if this winter is colder than last winter.
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