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Monkeys in the mountains

At the beginning of February I was running up the mountains towards the village of Minagoe. I have enjoyed
running through different areas of Asagiri and Kuma-gun. It is a great way to see areas that I would not know
existed if I didn't go exploring on foot.

But this particular run near Minagoe was very different. I was in for a surprise. As I was jogging and listening
to my Walkman I saw a quick, dark thing cross the road about 30 meters ahead of me. Not reacting at first |
continued to jog. Just then about 10 creatures dashed across the road. They were running with their feet and
hands. I had never seen these creatures before in the wild because in America they do not exist.

They were Monkeys! They had been digging in a farmer's garden and when they heard my footsteps they
ran into the forest. I stopped running. The last monkey to enter the forest after crossing the road turned and
looked back at me. He had a red face and black fur. He then turned and followed the others into the forest.

Doki Doki! When I told residents of Asagiri about this experience, I was told never to stare back at monkeys
and to be careful since they are very dangerous. I now know to always be very careful on my runs. You never
know what can happen on any ordinary day! Brian Dinnie
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