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Fall Forward

Much time has passed since the last time I wrote this newsletter. I told you all about how the
starlight on top of Takayama gave me warmth during the coldness of winter and my excitement for
the coming of spring. Since then, spring and summer have come and gone. As of this writing,
the chill of autumn has settled over Kuma-gun. Even my middle school students have started
wearing their winter uniforms. Though autumn is a relief from this year's terribly hot August and
September, I cannot help but be weary of the shorter days and chilly breezes.

But I have plenty of events coming soon that make the best of things. I will be participating
in the jyo-nan judo tournament at the end of October as well as taking the kanji-kentei at the
beginning of November. And, if time permits, I will head up to gokanosho with my friends and
see some autumn foliage. The days may be getting darker. But for me, the autumn season is
presenting plenty of light. Brian Dinnie
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