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Aello, eVeryones

“Happy New Year, pull your ear!”

It’s a strange saying, but we often hear this in
Singapore, as adults yank at the ears of hapless children.
When I was a child, my dad explained that this would help
me grow taller. I assure you, it did not.

I usually spend New Year’s Eve at my friend’s house with
a huge gathering of girls and their plus-ones. All of us have
known each other since junior high school, and we’ve made our
New Year’s Eve gathering into some sort of hotpot tradition.
We eat, we drink and we’ll catch the live countdown concert
on television. Since Singapore is hot all year round, ice
cream is usually involved. Sometimes, we’ll gather by the
window and watch the fireworks from Marina Bay Sands.

Valene, a chubby three-year old who belongs to one of
the girls will often be too excited
to sleep at this point. I won’t be
there this year, but I have no
doubt that she will be initiated
into our Singaporean tradition of
New Year’s Day ear-pulling.
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