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AAello, eVeryomess

America’s Presidential Election

Right now, America is in an election year. Any American citizen over the age of
18 can vote. However, the voting rate is only about 50%.

America has two major political parties (Democratic and Republican), and one
of the candidates from these parties becomes the President. President Obama is a
Democrat. He can’t be President again as he has already done two terms, which is
the maximum amount a President can do.

The election starts with choosing the representatives of the party from each
state. It’s called primary election. However, some of the states choose them in a
caucus instead. At this time we know which representative supports which candidate.
Many people have probably heard of “Super Tuesday.” We started to call it this
because on the same Tuesday in early March, many states have a primary election.
In the summer, after the primaries have finished, the Democratic and Republican
parties hold their conventions. The representatives of the states gather and decide a
candidate from their party.

On the same day in November each state has a general election. First the public
vote for the President, and from this result, the number of the electors from each
party is decided. Depending on the population, the fixed
number of elector in each state is different. The winner in
each state then takes all of the state’s electors. The total
fixed number of the electors in America is 538, so at least
270 electors are needed to win. After this we can find out
the next President. However, the President is formally
chosen after the final election by the electors in December.
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