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Aloha everyone! I'm so happy it is finally summer. After living the last 15 years
in Hawaii, my first winter was very challenging! In March | had the opportunity to
attend my first graduation ceremony in Japan. The ceremony was so special and

completely different from graduations in Hawaii. At home, we make large signs

and bring horns to make lots of noise when the graduate’s name is announced. It

is a competition to see who can be loudest. We also celebrate by presenting graduates with many lei.

Usually they are made from real flowers, but they can also be made of money or candy on a string.

When my brother graduated university | made him a pohaku out of dollar
bills, which is a special kind of lei that you wear around your head. At the
end of the ceremony, you often cannot see the graduate’s face because
there are so many lei.

| made lei for the graduating sixth graders at Okaharu Elementary

School. If you would like to learn how to make them, please let me know.

Thy are very simple to make with yarn. | loved watching the ceremony at = - "=

Okaharu. | know how hard all the students worked. Good luck to everyone : ;

in the new school year, and welcome to all the new students! Hilary
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